
 

 

University Training Capacity and International Student Mobility: Related How? 
 

Mary M. Kritz 
Development Sociology 

Cornell University 
 
There are two competing theories in the literature regarding why international students leave 
their homelands to seek higher education elsewhere.  The dominant theory in the past was that 
students went abroad for their tertiary studies because of the lack of study opportunities in their 
homeland (Cummings 1984; Kindleberger 1968; Thompson 1974).  In recent years, some 
scholars have challenged that view and claimed that study abroad has little to do with tertiary 
education conditions in students’ homelands and more to do with increased wages and work 
opportunities that become available to students if they obtain their higher education in North 
America or Europe (Clemens 2009; Rosenzweig 2006).   According to this view, investments in 
higher education in students’ homelands will not deter students outflows but may actually 
increase them because of increases in student numbers (Clemens 2009; Lowell and Khadka 
2009; Rosenzweig 2006).  It is argued further that remittances and Diaspora ties compensate 
sending countries adequately for brain drain losses.  While the quality of tertiary training 
available at home, political conditions and a host of other factors undoubtedly enter into 
students’ decision about whether to do their tertiary studies at home or abroad, and if they do go 
abroad, whether to return home following completion of their studies, the lack of empirical study 
of these issues makes it difficult to evaluate whether outward student mobility is actually higher 
in countries that have greater education capacity, as critics claim. 
 
To see the complete paper, please send an email to:  mmk5@cornell.edu 
 
Clemens, Michael. 2009. "Skill Flow: A Fundamental Reconsideration of Skilled-Worker Mobility 

and Development." Pp. 66 in Center for Global Development, vol. Working Paper 180. 

Cummings, William K. 1984. "Going Overseas for Higher Education:  The Asian Experience." Pp. 
130-146 in Bridges to Knowledge:  Foreign Students in Comparative Perspective, edited 
by E. G. Barber, P. G. Altbach, and R. G. Myers. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Kindleberger, Charles P. 1968. "Study Abroad and Emigration." Pp. 135-155 in The Brain Drain, 
edited by W. Adams. New York: Macmillan Co. 

Lowell, B. Lindsay and Pramod Khadka. 2009. "Trends in Foreign Student Admissions to the 
United States: Policy and Competitive Effects." in Conference on the Economics of High-
Skilled Immigration in a Globalized Economy. American Enterprise Institute, Washington 
D.C. 

Rosenzweig, Mark R. 2006. "Global Wage Differences and International Student Flows." in 
Brookings Trade Forum 2006: Global Labor Markets, edited by S. M. Collins and C. 
Graham. Washington, D.C.: Brookings Press. 

mailto:mmk5@cornell.edu


 

 

Thompson, Kenneth W. 1974. "Higher Education and National Development: One Model for 
Technical Assistance." Pp. 195-203 in Education and Development Reconsidered: The 
Bellagio Conference Papers, edited by F. C. Ward. NY: Praeger. 

 
 
 


